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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3 and 5-8 are pending in the application. Claim 1 has been amended by way 
of the present amendment to place the application in better condition for appeal. Claims 2 
and 4 are hereby Canceled. 

The rejection of claims 1-8 under 35 U.S.C 112 as being indefinite has been 
addressed in the amendment to claim L The junction point where the slot segments join is 
now set forth as defining an angle greater than 180° relative to the central point of the 
spinneret plate. The limitation effectively and clearly limits the apparatus and does not refer 
to the shape of the filament formed by the apparatus. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejection is respectfully requested. 

The rejection of claims 1, 3 and 5-8 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hernandez (U.S. Patent No. 5,540,994) is respectfully traversed in view of the amendment 
made to claim 1. Hernandez teaches a spinneret plate for producing thermoplastic synthetic 
polymer filament (Fig. 3). Although it can be argued that the spinneret plate shown in Fig. 3 
has a cluster of peripheral slots centered about a central point, with each slot having a pair of 
slot segments joined at a junction point, Hernandez does not teach that the slot segments are 
positioned at the junction point to define an angle greater than 180° relative to the central 
point of the spinneret plate. Fig. 3 of Hernandez illustrates four individual segments in the 
spinneret plate, each segment being in the form of a T-shaped slot comprising a radial slot 
and a peripheral slot wherein the peripheral slot is curved and forms an arc of an incomplete 
circle. The slot segments of Applicant's claim 1 do not resemble a T-shaped configuration 
and as now defined are not curved to form an arc of an incomplete circle. Claim 1, and 
dependent claims 3 and 5 - 8, are now clearly distinguishable over the spinneret plate of 
Hernandez shown in Fig. 3, and reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection is 
respectfully requested. 

The rejection of claims 2 and 4 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hernandez has been obviated in that claims 2 and 4 are hereby Canceled. 
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It is believed that the foregoing amendment and remarks constitute a complete 



response to the Examiner's FINAL Action dated June 27, 2005, and place this application in 
condition for allowance. Entry of the Amendment with a timely Advisory Action is 
respectfully requested. Should the Examiner believe that an interview or some other action 
on Applicant's behalf would expedite prosecution of this application, he is urged to contact 
Applicant's attorney by telephone. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




CHARLES E. KRUKIEL 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 



Registration No.: 27,344 
Telephone: (302) 683-3317 
Facsimile: (302) 683-3473 




